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The Season of Advent: In Advent (which means “coming”) we put ourselves into the shoes 

of our Old Testament brothers and sisters who waited for the Savior to come. We dress our 

church in blue, the color of royalty; the King is coming! We take all our readings from the Old 

Testament (one from each of its three sections), just as in the synagogue. Our pastors wear black 

robes, not because we’re mourning, but because the Old Testament was a time of “shadows”—

Jesus had not yet come. We light the Advent wreath—with one more candle lit each week—

reminding us that during the Old Testament, God kept adding details concerning the Savior, 

continually adding more and more “light.” 

 

Today’s Focus: This Advent season, we’re considering three Old Testament shadows (pictures) 

of Jesus— Branch, Sun, and Rock. Today we’ll consider the “branch.” The Old Testament used 

that picture often, generally as a branch coming out of a stump. There’s humility involved in this 

picture… yet, a branch is full of life! So, our Savior came in humility, yet brought life! 
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Preaching: Prof. Souksamay Phetsanghane                                                              Organist: Mary Prange 
Presiding: Pastor Tom Kock 
 
 

Silent Prayer: Lord Jesus, in humility you came to this earth to bring life to us humans. 

Use your Word to bring me life today.  Fill me with appreciation for your goodness and 
your grace as I see your humility winning life for me. Bless my worship, O Savior! Amen. 

 
 
 

WE COME INTO GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
 
ADVENT GATHERING SONG 

    Refrain 

 

 
 

 Minister:  God fulfills the promise, so…  Refrain 

For a branch from David will…  Refrain 

Overflowing with love, we…  Refrain 

May God strengthen our hearts to…  Refrain 

For the Son of Man will…  Refrain 

Oh be watchful, pray always, and…  Refrain  

Congregation: 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 
“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”  (Proverbs 16:18) 
God calls us to be humble; we struggle to do so. We confess: 
 
Forgive me, Lord, for I have failed to be humble. In pride I have questioned your 
Word and your will. I deserve punishment. Have mercy on me, O God! 
 
God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us. Jesus laid aside his glory, making 
himself “nothing,” going to the cross to pay for your sins. Because of Jesus, your sins 
are forgiven, you are at peace with God! 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 
 
We rejoice in the first coming of our Savior Jesus; we look forward to his coming again.  
With all believers we sing: 

 
 

    Refrain (2 times) 

 

 
 
 
 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us 
ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 
Amen.  

Congregation: 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 49:8-12 (NIV) The Torah – The Law 

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; 
your father’s sons will bow down to you.  9 You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from 
the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to 
rouse him?  10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between 
his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be 
his.  11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his 
garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes.  12 His eyes will be darker than wine, 
his teeth whiter than milk.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING Nehemiah 8:13-18 (NIV) The Ketubim – The Writings 

13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests 
and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to the words of the 
Law. 14 They found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded through Moses, 
that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh 
month 15 and that they should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns 
and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive and 
wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary shelters”—
as it is written.  

16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary 
shelters on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in 
the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole company 
that had returned from exile built temporary shelters and lived in them. From the days of 
Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their 
joy was very great.  

18 Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of 
God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, in accordance 
with the regulation, there was an assembly. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!  
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Behold, a Branch Is Growing” Hymn 360 
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5 O Savior, Child of Mary, who felt our human woes, 
O Savior, King of glory, who conquered all our foes, 
Bring us at last, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 
And to the endless day. 

 
 

SERMON Jeremiah 33:14-16 (EHV) The Nebiim – The Prophets 
 

14 Listen, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the good promises 
that I have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah. 

15 In those days and at that time, I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from 
David’s line. He will establish justice and righteousness on earth. 

16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. This is what 
she will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness. 

 
 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE 
 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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THANK OFFERING 
 

While the offering is being collected, please take the time to fill in the Friendship Register located 

on your pew nearest the center aisle. If you prefer to give electronically, you are welcome to use the 

Vanco mobile app, or to go to AtonementWELS.org/worship. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

WE COME TO HIS SUPPER 
 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

It is good and right so to do.  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 

way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to 

Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  

 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

Amen.  
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
As a church concerned with upholding the truths of Scripture and encouraging faithful Christian living, 
we practice “membership communion” with those who have confessed a unity of faith and life with us. If 
you are not a member and it is your desire to commune with us, please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” Hymn 301 

 

 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AND BLESSING 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

And his mercy endures forever. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN “Blessed Be the God of Israel” Hymn 954 
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To Our Visitors 
 

Thank you for coming! We’re thrilled you worshiped with us today.  
 

We pray that your faith in Jesus was strengthened! If you would like to become a member of 
Atonement, please speak to the pastor. We’d love to have you as part of our church family! 

 
 
 

Bible Information Class 
Today at 10:15 a.m. in the school “PAC” 

 

Come and learn about who God is and what he has done for us! 
 

“BIC” classes are for those who are interested in membership as well as those interested in a 
review of the fundamental teachings of the Christian faith. Today is the fourth lesson, which 
covers Jesus’ resurrection, its importance for us now, and how it impacts our thoughts about the 
Last Day. We’d also like to start a new BIC class sometime after Christmas, so please think about 
who you could invite and pray for God to bless our efforts. 

 
 
 

Midweek Advent Meals & Services 
Select Wednesdays in December 

 

Food for the Body at 5:45 p.m.  ~  Food for the Soul at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Join your Atonement family December 8 and 15 for fellowship suppers prior to midweek 
worship. Please consider signing up in the gathering area to help with food preparations and 
serving. In this Wednesday’s worship, we’ll consider how Jesus is “the desired of the nations.” 
  



 13 

 

REPRINT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
“Advent Gathering Song” – Text, Music: James J. Chepponis; © 1995 GIA Publications 

“Behold, a Branch Is Growing” – Text: German, 16th cent.; tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, sts. 1-3; John C. Mattes, st. 4, 
alt.; Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Köln, 1599; Setting: Michael Praetorius;   

Text,Music: public domain 

Communion liturgy – Text: revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Music: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” – Text: Ambrose of Milan, abr.; German version, Martin Luther, abr.; tr. William 
M. Reynolds, alt.; Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter;  

Text, Tune: public domain; Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House 

“Blessed Be the God of Israel” – Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr.; © 1989 Hope Publishing;  
Music: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, alt.; public domain 

All rights reserved. Used by permission under One License # A-714951 and CCLI License #11457483. 


