
Atonement Returning to Public Worship 
Policies & Procedures 

Sanitation  
• Routine cleaning of church building will continue 

• In addition, the following steps will be taken… 

o High-touch surfaces will be wiped down with appropriate CDC approved disinfectant 

after all worship services 

o All pews will be disinfected after all worship services 

 

Exposure Limitation  
• Physical Distancing 

o Government regulations regarding capacity limits will be followed 

o All those attending worship (age 2 and up) will be required to wear a mask. This is done 

out of concern and love for others. We plan to reevaluate this after 4 weeks. If you do 

not have a mask, one will be provided to you. 

o Every other pew blocked off 

o Maintain at least 6 feet of space between people of different households both in the 

sanctuary and outside 

o There will be no printed materials, including bulletins, hymnals, friendship registers. We 

will rely solely on the projection screens. 

o There will be no passing of the offering baskets. Members are encouraged to continue 

online giving. Giving via envelope can be done by dropping offerings into the door 

offering boxes at either set of doors in the back of church. 

o Avoid common physical greetings like handshakes and hugs. A wave or other gesture 

will have to do for now. 

o There will be no shared refreshments (if you would like coffee, please bring your own) 

• Weather permitting, the east doors will be propped open to limit contact with door handles 

• If you wish to socialize after worship, please do so outside while maintaining physical distancing 

measures 

• Research shows that activities like singing and joint speaking in enclosed spaces for prolonged 

periods of time can be a significant source of exposure due to the droplets individuals project 

during such activities. As such, there will be no congregational singing. Singing will be done by a 

cantor/soloist. Congregational speaking will also be limited to the confession of sins, Lord’s 

Prayer and the Creed. PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A TEMPORARY PRECAUTION!!! 

 

Personal Precautions 
• If you are in a “high risk” category for COVID-19, please stay home and make use of our worship 

resources online. “High Risk” factors may include people who… 



o Are age 65 or older 

o Have chronic lung diseases such as COPD or asthma  

o Have serious heart conditions, diabetes, obesity, kidney disease,  

o Immune-compromised in any way 

• Cough or sneeze into the crease of your elbow. 

• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds frequently (about the amount of 

time it takes to say the Lord’s Prayer) 

• Use hand sanitizer frequently, especially after touching “high contact” surfaces 

• Avoid touching your face  

• If you are sick, you and any family in your household should stay home 

o Symptoms include… 

▪ Temperature of 100.4 or higher 

▪ Shortness of breath 

▪ Cough 

▪ Diarrhea 

▪ Sore Throat 

▪ Headache 

▪ Loss of taste or smell 

 

Communion Procedures 
• Please note that the following procedures have been standard at all times (before pandemic 

and after) 

o Communion elements are prepared in sanitary conditions, with the sacristan having 

washed and disinfected their hands 

o The pastor(s) presiding over the sacrament and the communion assistant wash their 

hands during the interlude after the prayer of the church. In addition, immediately 

before distributing the elements, they use hand sanitizer. 

 

• Additionally, the following steps will be taken regarding the preparation, distribution and 

reception of Holy Communion… 

o The sacristan preparing the elements for communion will wear a mask 

o Those distributing the elements will wear masks during distribution 

o The bread/body will distributed by being dropped into a communicant’s open hands 

o The wine/blood will be distributed by the pastor taking each individual cup and handing 

it to communicants in order to limit the number of hands touching the cup tray 

o Communicants are asked to receive the cup by taking hold of the individual cup in such 

a way as to avoid contact with the pastor’s hand. 

o Members who may need assistance with the bread or the cup are asked to have a 

member of their household (if available) help them in the eating and drinking. 

o Communicants will stay in the pews and those distributing the elements will come to 

each communicant 

 



From Pastor: 
Two encouragements from God’s word as we resume “in person” worship… 

I Corinthians 13:4-7-  “4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres.” 

Colossians 3:12-14-  “12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one 

another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”  

None of us have experienced something like this before. This is new. For everyone. As we adjust to these 

(we pray temporary) changes and gather for worship once more, keep the above words of God in mind. 

The motivation for these measures is love. We strive to love God by following guidelines and regulations 

handed down by our government in obedience to the 4th commandment. We strive to love God by 

helping our neighbor to preserve his body and life by limiting others to exposure. We do so in obedience 

to the 5th commandment. We assume the best about one another and give each other the benefit of the 

doubt should there be any inconsistencies or lapses in these measures. We do that in obedience to the 

8th commandment.  

All of this we do because we have a Savior who loves so much that he atoned for our sins and the sins of 

the whole world by giving himself to death on the cross. We love because he first loved us. 

I cannot tell you how eagerly I look forward to seeing your faces again, though those faces may be 

behind masks. I cannot tell you how eager I am to gather around God’s word and sacraments with you, 

to pray to our gracious God with you and for you, and to sing his praise joining my voice with yours. 

 

Pastor Ertl 


