
Brothers and Sisters of Atonement, please give your attention to the following information… 

 

Public Worship Suspended 
Last night, the Atonement Church Council made the decision to suspend public worship services. There will be no public 

worship on Wednesdays or Sundays at Atonement until further notice. In-person Bible class on Sundays is also 

suspended until further notice. 

 

Explanation 
In coming to this decision, the Church Council and called leaders weighed the following directives God gives in his 

Word… 

1. God calls upon his people individually and as congregations to proclaim his word. (Matthew 28:19-20 & Mark 

16:15) 

2. God calls upon his people to gather as congregations for mutual encouragement and growth in faith through 

Word and sacrament. (Colossians 3:16 & Hebrews 10:24,25) 

3. God calls upon his people to obey the governing authorities, for he himself has established them for our earthly 

good. (Romans 13:1-7) 

4. God calls upon his people to love their neighbors, to help them, care for them and serve them in their bodily 

needs. (Luke 10:27-37) 

Yesterday the CDC recommended postponing or cancelling all gatherings of 50 or more people. The White House in 

conjunction with the CDC also recommended cancelling or postponing gatherings of 10 or more people for the following 

15 days. Governor Evers issued a directive prohibiting gatherings of 50 or more people. All these things were the 

government discharging its God-given duties to provide for the well-being of its citizens. There was no prohibition on 

proclaiming the Gospel, only a temporary prohibition on gathering in large groups, and this for the physical welfare of 

our fellow human beings. By not gathering together, we contribute to slowing the spread of the COVID-19 virus, which 

will, Lord willing, help to ensure our healthcare system does not get overwhelmed and thus will also help to keep the 

mortality rate as low as possible. Slowing the spread of this virus means preserving and saving life. Preserving and saving 

human life, especially the life of another, is what God tells us to do. In obeying the government, we are also obeying God 

in more ways than one. 

 

For Now: Atonement Online 
We are still free to do what God tells us to do as individual Christians and as a Christian congregation. God has provided 

us the means to proclaim his Word on a digital/online platform.  

• During Lent, an evening devotion will livestream online at 6:30PM on Wednesdays.  

• On Sundays the adapted worship service will livestream at 8:15AM.  

These livestream services will be recorded so that they can be accessed on Atonement’s YouTube channel later. Both the 

Atonement livestream and Atonement’s YouTube channel can be accessed via atonementwels.org. Links will also be 

shared on Atonement’s Facebook page. 

Please reach out to anyone you know who may have difficulty accessing these online resources. If you need help, ask a 

fellow member. 

 



Questions You May Have… 

What about Bible class? 

Materials will be made available via email and Atonement’s Facebook page. The “Faith of our Fathers” course 

will continue with one lesson per week. A companion video will be recorded and uploaded to YouTube with a 

link shared on Facebook. Further instruction will be given with the materials and in the videos. These resources 

are intended for anyone. However, men especially are highly encouraged to take advantage of the opportunity 

they have during this time to grow in and lead their families in the study of God’s word using these materials 

and videos. 

What about Holy Communion? 

If these social distancing measures are employed for an extended period of time, there are several options to be 

considered. For now, if you want the Lord’s Supper, Pastor Ertl can bring it to you at your request. Contact the 

church office and let Kevin Cerda know that you would like Pastor to bring you Communion. 

What will happen with Holy Week?  

The journey of Lent through Holy Week is the highlight of the church year. It is a tremendous blessing to be able 

to go through that journey all the way to celebrating Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday with your fellow 

Christians in public worship. That may not be possible this year. We hope and pray that circumstances will allow 

us to resume regular worship by Holy Week. But if that is not God’s will for us this year, adjustments will be 

made to accommodate an observance of Maundy Thursday & Good Friday and a celebration Easter Sunday in a 

way that will also comply with recommendations and regulations made by the government for the health and 

well-being of others. 

What about offerings? 

There are several options for you to continue freely giving thanks to God in your offerings… 

• Mail your offering in your envelope to the church office 

• Drop your offering off at the office if you can do so 

• Use the “Donate Now” button under the “Serve” page of atonementwels.org 

• Download the “Give+” (Give Plus) on your mobile device. Enter Atonement’s information and your 

information when prompted. You can also set up recurring offerings this way. 

When will we go back to “normal”?  

Only the Lord knows that. Many things can change. And if these events have taught us anything, it’s that things 

can change quickly. When those changes happen, your church will do its level best to adjust in a timely manner 

and in a way that is in accordance with God’s Word first and foremost.  

 

For all that may change in the near or far distant future, our Lord Jesus does not. He is the same yesterday, today and 

forever. He has been faithful to his people when they faced uncertainty and trial in past ages and past generations. He 

will do so now. His hands and side still bear the marks of his suffering and death for our forgiveness and eternal 

salvation. His love for us remains that great. He still reigns supreme as King of kings and Lord of lords for our eternal 

good. Underneath us still are his everlasting arms. Take refuge there now and always.  

God be with you! 

Pastor Ertl 

  


